The following resolution was passed at the November 2008 MGCC board meeting:
*Saint Paul Composting Resolution* 

Whereas, Eureka Recycling, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization designed to move waste reduction and recycling to the next level, was created by the Saint Paul Neighborhood Energy Consortium, a neighborhood organization that was directed by representatives from each community council in the city of Saint Paul, and 

Whereas, Eureka Recycling has partnered with the City of Saint Paul since 2001 to provide award-winning recycling and waste reduction services to the residents of Saint Paul, and Eureka Recycling’s cost to the City has consistently remained among the lowest in the metro area, and the City has determined Eureka Recycling’s services have met or exceeded performance expectations, and 

Whereas, the City and Eureka Recycling signed a contract extension in 2003 that does not include increases in the per ton collection cost or any cost of living adjustments through 2013 and this commitment has been met by Eureka Recycling, and 

Whereas, the contract includes a revenue sharing feature which has returned over $1,750,000 to the City from the sale of the recyclable materials collected in Saint Paul since 2003, when Eureka Recycling began collections and processing and before that the City did not receive revenue share, and 

Whereas the City is committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions (ghg) 20% by 2020 and the Minnesota Climate Change Action Group has committed to reducing the state’s emissions through composting by 4.9 million metric tons of the equivalent carbon dioxide (ECO_2 ) between 2008 and 2025, and 

Whereas, the recycling services provided to the residents of Saint Paul by Eureka Recycling have already decreased the ghg emissions by 45,044 tons of CO_2 per year, the third largest category of CO_2 reductions for the City of Saint Paul, and the curbside composting program is expected to further reduce emissions by 3,434 tons per year when fully implemented, and 

Whereas, recycling rates in Minnesota and the rest of the nation have leveled or have dropped over the past ten years while Saint Paul’s recycling rate increased 13.5 % over the past five years due to the efforts of the partnership between Eureka Recycling, the City of Saint Paul, the neighborhood community councils, and all of the recyclers in Saint Paul, and 

Whereas, the City adopted the Saint Paul Environmental Roundtable recommendations including a zero waste plan for the city, on April 19, 2006, which included the addition of weekly curbside collection of compostable materials and the city council approved an increase in the recycling service fee charged to the residents to help pay for this composting program and the City began collecting that fee in January 2008, and 

Whereas, the cost to the residents for this compost collection program was last calculated to be less than $1 per household per month when fully implemented, and 

Whereas, in June 2008 the City considered a resolution that would have allowed the Public Works department to negotiate terms of a contract extension with Eureka Recycling that would have launched composting collection, but delayed that resolution to review its contract policies, including labor provisions, and agreed that it would only be a modest delay, and 

Whereas, Eureka Recycling has demonstrated that it meets all of the City’s policies including the City’s Living Wage Policy and all of the national labor law requirements and Eureka Recycling provides approximately 100 good “green-collar” jobs for our local economy, 

Then be it resolved that the Macalester-Groveland Community Council recommends that the city council should authorize the Public Works Department to negotiate an extension to their current contract with Eureka Recycling to add the collection of compostable materials from Saint Paul residents as soon as possible. 


