Dear Community Councils, 

Eureka Recycling and the City of Saint Paul released the attached statement yesterday about the citywide curbside composting program. As you know, Eureka Recycling and the City have been working on the curbside composting project for many years…it is part of a series of recommendations that we’ve been implementing since 2003 to increase recycling in Saint Paul. We had been planning for a 2009 launch of the compost program, which has now been delayed. As you’ll read in the statement, Eureka Recycling and the City are still very much committed to bringing curbside composting to Saint Paul as soon as possible. In the coming months we’ll have more complete updates for you about how new plans are progressing. (Community papers have received this release as well.)

 I’d also like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are still taking feedback from you and community members about our strategic plan. As we determine the work of Eureka Recycling for the next 5 to 10 years, we want to hear from folks about what you would like to see Eureka take on. Obviously composting will continue to be a significant part of the work we do, along with event recycling, public space recycling, and the other work we’re doing to help Saint Paul realize the goal of becoming a waste-free city by 2020.(You can read more about the Saint Paul Environmental Roundtable recommendations and initiatives that lead to this goal on our website: http://www.eurekarecycling.org/environmentalroundtable/index.cfm)

You can share your ideas and opinions with us about our direction for the next 5 to 10 years via email or via this online survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=VYZvwNjmbYyK10D6xXSWwg_3d_3d
As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, Lynn Hoffman, or Susan Hubbard at 651-248-2672.

Dianna Kennedy

Director of Communications

Eureka Recycling
2828 Kennedy Street NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651-222-7678  612-623-3277 fax
www.eurekarecycling.org
 Waste is preventable, not inevitable.
Saint Paul Curbside Composting On Hold

Eureka Recycling and City of Saint Paul release statement about delayed curbside composting program.

SAINT PAUL, Wednesday, August 27, 2008 – The City of Saint Paul and Eureka

Recycling announced today that the curbside composting program for the City of Saint Paul will be delayed. Further discussions will continue in the coming months regarding details of the contract. Both parties remain fully committed to bringing a curbside composting program to Saint Paul as soon as possible.

“The modest delay is unfortunate” said Saint Paul Mayor Chris Coleman, “but it will allow us the time to bring forward a curbside composting program that will improve our environment and provide a great service to Saint Paul residents for years to come.”  “The City of Saint Paul and Eureka Recycling are 100% committed to compost collection for the entire city” adds Ward 4 City Councilmember Russ Stark, “and we’re all anxious to get it up and running – we just have a few more details to iron out in the process.”

Susan Hubbard, Eureka Recycling CEO, states that “the City is understandably taking another look at various policies with regard to City contracts. We cannot determine the cost impacts and other project implications for citywide curbside composting until the city sets its policy. In the meantime, other costs for the project have increased but we are committed to making this program work.”

Eureka Recycling, a nonprofit mission-driven organization, has been the City of Saint Paul’s recycling partner for over twenty years, and in the past few years has upgraded recycling services to increase Saint Paul’s recycling rate through curbside plastic bottle collection, weekly service, two-stream recycling, and the addition of milk cartons and juice boxes.

Contacts:

Dianna Kennedy, Eureka Recycling, Director of Communications

diannak@eurekarecycling.org, 651-222-7678, 651-248-2672 cell

Samantha Henningson, Legislative Aide to Ward 4 Councilmember Russ Stark

Samantha.henningson@ci.stpaul.mn.us , 651-266-8640

Bob Hume, Mayor’s Director of Communications

Bob.Hume@ci.stpaul.mn.us , 651-266-8518
