1. Karmann: 

I wanted to follow up with an email regarding our conversation last week about organics recycling.  I was one of the MGCC Board members who volunteered to be a "pilot" customer before we began the city "pilot" in our neighborhood for organics recycling in 2008.  The plan was that a number of neighbors would test drive organics collection and pick up, trying different containers, etc.  We were told that organics recycling would be up and running for the whole neighborhood in the summer of 2008.  Obviously, that has not happened. 
I am disappointed for a few reasons and want to inquire as to the progress of this project.  First, although I have made some attempts to do composting of vegetable matter, my yard  is not conducive to having a successful compost project.  The only spot I have that lends itself to keeping a compost bin is on the alley, which is too shady and too dry.  So, I have two bins that are full, with very little real decomposition.  Secondly, my garbage disposal is worn out and I don't want to replace it, as the use of a garbage disposal is not an ecologically-sound practice as organics composting.  As we anticipated the imminent start up of organics composting, I have been "on hold" in my plumbing issue. 
And lastly, and most obviously, organics composting/recycling would help us reduce the waste that we landfill.  I was very excited about the prospect of recycling much kitchen waste, as well as pizza boxes, dryer lint, paper towels, etc. Organics composting gave me that  "Gee whiz, you mean we can do that, too, to cut down on our carbon footprint?"  I hope we can get this project back on track! 
Please feel free to share these thoughts with Eureka and city officials with the responsibility for getting this project on track.  And, given the leadership our neighborhood has displayed in recycling and environmental issues, I support MGCC going forward in this area as a neighborhood.  We can test drive containers, pick-up, etc., and assist in education for the City.  Let's do it! 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns regarding this matter. 

Susan

2.
Hello,

I would like to submit comments on the curbside composting proposal, once I see that proposal.  Can you refer me to a document, or let me know when it might be available?    I appreciate that there might not yet be a formal proposal.  In case you are soliciting comments in general, here are my first comments. I applaud the idea of curbside composting for Mac-Groveland.


I do have significant concerns about odor issues and rats/vermin in compost left outside for days at a time during the warm season (I know that some neighbors will not be vigilant about bringing compost containers to/away from the curb in a timely way).  I think the potential for mess, odor, loss in property value could be reduced depending on the type of container used for the program, so I await details on those plans


Thank you.


J.

3.
Karmann, 
I am all for curbside composting (even though I have sufficient capacity to take care of my own).  I would be willing to be part of a pilot project and post signage in my yard and disseminate info to the neighborhood. 

Craig.

4.
Hi everybody 

Here's a link to a story on the Daily Planet that ran while I was out of town. 

http://www.tcdailyplanet.net/article/2008/10/16/curbside-composting-derailed-st-paul.html 

I think we should investigate whether the city's decision to hold off on composting is driven by budgetary considerations or anti-competitive pressure brought to bear by Waste Management, a deep-pockets, nationwide company. Let's be sure to talk with Susan about this when we meet on the 30th.


Rich

5. Hi everyone,


I have felt the same sense of disappointment about this project being delayed as I was very eager to be able to compost pizza boxes, gift wrap, tissues, etc.  If there is something I can do to increase the speed of this great possibility becoming reality for us (atleast in MacGrove), I am eager to act. Thanks for your letter Susan. It's great to remind the city and Eureka that there is serious citizen support for this project.

Warmly,

Melanie

13 other residents had previously expressed their interest in the curbside composting program, which Andy had saved to pass on to the new environmental coordinator.

You can always find out the status of the curbside composting program by contacting Eureka Recycling at 651-222-7678 or www.eurekarecycling.org.  Please feel free to contact Karmann, MGCC Recycling and Environmental Coordinator, at 651-695-4000 or karmann@macgrove.org with any questions you may have in the future about the curbside composting process in Mac-Groveland.
Thank you.

